
 

Just when the volunteers
thought they had everything
under control at VITA (the

Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance program) this year, their
printers started to act up and, as
a result, VITA was down one
desk all season. A second sta-
tion is now also out of commis-
sion and, without new
equipment, the 2013 season
would probably not be able to
open on time—or with any hope
of providing the usual free serv-
ice to members of AEA and
SAG-AFTRA.

Enter Delroy Lindo, who
sought out Sandra Karas,
Equity’s Secretary-Treasurer
and Director of the NY VITA
program, to see if there was
some way in which he could

give back to the program that
had helped him “back in the day”
when he was making inroads as

an Actor in New York. Ms.
Karas said there was a
project coming up that
would benefit greatly from
his help and Mr. Lindo
pledged $10,000 to support
the volunteer tax program
and the memory of his
friend Conard Fowkes, who
had prepared his taxes for
so many years.

The project includes the
purchase of computers,
printers and upgraded
software for the entire VITA
office. Every station will
have new, updated
equipment, making the tax
preparation easier and

more efficient for volunteers and
members alike. The total cost is
$17,603.99. With Mr. Lindo’s

generous gift, the program
needs only $7,604 to complete
the purchase. Equity’s IT
department will install the units
and the expectation is that this
new equipment should serve
VITA for several years.

Ms. Karas expressed VITA’s
deep gratitude to Delroy Lindo,
without whose help this project
might not have been realized,
and pledged to continue to
provide the VITA services as
long as possible to union
members, especially those who
need some extra help or are
struggling to make ends meet.

By Mary McColl,
Executive Director

This year’s Tony Awards®
held the promise of great
excitement. The day

would start with a CBS Sunday
Morning segment celebrating
the Broadway Chorus, and the
Gypsy Robe Ceremony. At the
awards ceremony, Actors’ Equity
Association would receive a
Special Tony in honor of the

Union’s Centennial; President
Nick Wyman and I would be on
hand to accept the award and
videos recognizing Equity’s 100
years were created for airing
during the presentation and
during commercial breaks. Our
members would be performing
scenes and musical numbers
from their shows as part of the
telecast and it would be a
celebratory night in our history.

Then, a week before the
broadcast, the Tony Awards
Organization issued a press
release and we found out two
disturbing pieces of information.
One of the presenters would be
entertainment mogul and multi-
hyphenate Tyler Perry, who
produces non-Equity stage
productions, and there would be
a live performance of a non-
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“What happens
on tour,

stays on tour.”
— Dame Sybil ThorndikeEQUITYNEWS
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Equity Receives aTony
“Receiving a Tony

Award® is a dream
come true, “ said

President Nick Wyman
accepting a 2012 Special Tony
Award in recognition of Equity’s
100th Anniversary.

“I share it with the 49,000
current members and tens of
thousands of earlier members.
All of Equity—past and
present—thanks the Tony
Administration Committee, the
Broadway League and the
American Theatre Wing. ‘We
are such stuff as dreams are
made on.’ Thank you for making
our dreams a reality.”

Mr. Wyman, who attended
the June 10 presentation
ceremony with Executive
Director Mary McColl, went on
to say: “Actors—particularly
during negotiations—like to talk
tough and say, ‘They need us!

Without us there’s no show!’
Well, we all need one
another—to write the show, to
raise the money, to sell the
tickets, to move the scenery, to

dress the
actors, to light
the stage, to
play the music,
to enable us to
be heard over
the music—we
are all in this
together. This is
a shared
dream—this is
the dream we
all had as kids,
a dream we get
to live eight
times a week.
On behalf of my
49,000 fellow
dreamers, I say,
‘I being poor
have only my

dreams; I have spread my
dreams under your feet; Tread
softly because you tread on my
dreams.’ Thank you.”

How theTony Awards Became
Controversial andWhat AEA
Did About It

VITA Kicks Off Capital Campaign
With 10K Donation in Honor of
Co-Founder Conard Fowkes

Membership Meetings Set
for 2012-2013 Season
The following dates have been set for Equity

Membership Meetings in 2012-2013:

Eastern Region
Friday, October 12, 2012 – 2 pm
Friday, January 11, 2013 – 2 pm

Central Region
Monday, October 8, 2012 – Time TBA
Monday, January 14, 2013 – Time TBA

Western Region
Monday, October 8, 2012 – Time TBA
Monday, January 14, 2013 – Time TBA

All Regions

The Annual Membership Meeting is Friday, April 12, 2013 at
2 pm Eastern Time, 1 pm Central time and 11 am Pacific Time.
The Regions will be connected by telephonic hook-up in order
that members in all Regions may hear the statements of
candidates running for election.

Broadway Gypsies on
CBS, Playbill.com

On Sunday, June 10,
the day of the Tony
Award presentation

and telecast, CBS Sunday
Morning aired “The Lives of
Broadway Gypsies,” a behind-
the-scenes look at the joys and
accomplishments of some of
Broadway’s best-known Chorus
Actors at various stages in
their careers. Featured in the
story were: Adrian Bailey,
Jessica Bishop, Jennie Ford,
Jean Michelle Grier, JoAnn
Hunter, Richard Korthaze,
Brian O’Brien, Chita Rivera,
Judine Somerville and Tad
Wilson. Playbill.com partnered
with CBS in this tribute to
Broadway’s Gypsies for
extended interviews with these
Chorus Members, plus

interviews with David
Westphal, AEA’s National
Chorus Business
Representative (as well as a
Chorus Actor for 25 years) and
Florence Baum (Gentlemen
Prefer Blondes), who loaned
her dressing gown to Bill
Bradley, who then passed it to
a friend in Call Me Madam,
which started the tradition of
the Gypsy Robe in 1950.

For the Gypsy Robe
recipients of the 2011-2012
season, see page 6 in this
issue.

To see the CBS telecast,
visit www.cbsnews.com/
sunday-morning/arts.

To read the interviews with
Chorus Members, visit
www.playbill.com.
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President Nick Wyman and Executive Director
Mary McColl at the Tony Awards.

Sandra Karas with Delroy Lindo.

 

Broadway Serves
The team for Broadway

Serves! in this year’s AIDS Walk
included Equity members from
the companies of Memphis,

Sister Act, Spider-Man: Turn Off
the Dark, Ghost, Leap of Faith,
Chinglish, Rent, Hair, and Voca
People. At press time, they had
raised more than $10,000.
Broadway Serves! is a service

organization comprising
members of the Broadway
community looking to “be the
change we want to see in the
world.” Their mission is to
provide a forum for open
discourse on issues that affect
us all, and a platform to be of
service to the global community
at large.

By Don Gervasi
Area Liaison

The 22nd Annual Artvoice
Theatre Awards honoring local
productions from the 2011-2012
season were held at the Town
Ballroom in Buffalo, NY on June
4, 2012. The “Arties” were
started in 1991 by Anthony
Chase, Theatre Editor of
Artvoice, a free weekly
newspaper dedicated to the arts
in Western New York. All
proceeds from the evening
(along with proceeds from area
theatres’ sale of red ribbons) go
to Benedict House, which
provides non-discriminatory
residential housing opportunities
and supportive services for
persons living with AIDS. The
evening was emceed by Mr.
Chase, Lisa Ludwig and Amy
Jakiel, with music direction by
Michael Hake.

Equity members continued to
have a presence at the Arties
this year. Member Brian Mysliwy
received the award for
Outstanding Actor in a Play,
hilariously playing Valere in Irish
Classical Theatre’s production of
La Bete, while member Stan

Klimecko took home Outstanding
Supporting Actor in a Play for
playing Boolie in Jewish
Repertory Theatre’s Driving Miss
Daisy (which also starred AEA
members Laverne Clay and
Sheila McCarthy). Member
Maureen Anne Porter was
awarded the Artie for

Outstanding Supporting Actress
in a Play for playing Claire in
Irish Classical Theatre’s A
Delicate Balance. In addition,
Equity Membership Candidate
Steve Copps received the Artie
for Outstanding Actor in a
Musical, playing the title role in

Floyd Collins for American
Repertory Theatre of Western
New York.

Other AEA members
nominated for Arties were John
Fredo (One More for My Baby,
MusicalFare Theatre), Adriano
Gatto (Emperor and Galilean,
Torn Space Theatre), Don

Gervasi (One More
for My Baby,
MusicalFare
Theatre), Josephine
Hogan (Vivian, New
Phoenix Theatre/Red
Thread Theatre Co.),
Ellen Horst
(Imagining Madoff,
Jewish Repertory
Theatre), and Norm
Sham (for Direction,
42nd Street,
Kavinoky Theatre).

More than 500
people attended this
year’s ceremony with

over $7,000 raised for Benedict
House. Over the years the
Artvoice Theatre Awards (and
the connected sale of red
ribbons) has raised well over
$200,000 for AIDS-related
causes.

Arizona

Arizona Theatre Company Receives
Largest Donation in its History

Arizona Theatre Company
(ATC) has received the largest
donation in its 46-year history.
The $500,000 gift came from a
donor who wished to remain
anonymous, but is an Arizona
resident, an active member of the
community, and a loyal theatre
patron who first attended an ATC
production as a student.

“Arizona Theatre Company is
a valuable asset for Arizona,
whose impact extends far beyond
professional theatre perform-
ances. ATC is doing essential
work to educate the youth of our
state by igniting their creativity
and teaching them invaluable
critical thinking and life skills,”
said the donor. “Some of these
young people would never have
the opportunity to be exposed to
theatre unless ATC brought the

arts to them. For me, attending
ATC productions as a young per-
son ignited my lifelong love of
theatre and continues to inspire
me and my family. I’m honored to
be able to make this kind of gift. It
is my hope that others will join
me in supporting ATC.”

ATC is the leading profes-
sional theatre company in Ari-
zona. Boasting the largest
seasonal subscriber base in the
performing arts in the state, it is
the only resident company in the
U.S. with a two-city operation (the
Temple of Music and Art in Tuc-
son and the Herberger Theater
Center in Phoenix).

The $500,000 gift will be used
to close out ATC’s current fiscal
year and create a strong financial
foundation for the 2012-2013
season.

Labor Day: 2012
New York

Saturday, September 8,
2012

9:15 am assemble for 10
am Parade

New York City’s Labor Day
Parade kicks off on Saturday,
September 8 at 10 am. Equity
members will assemble at 9:15
am on West 44th Street
between Fifth and Madison
Avenues. Join working families
and your fellow Actors and
Stage Managers in the annual
march up Fifth Avenue.
Information: 869-8530 ext. 330.

Philadelphia
Monday, September 3, 2012
Time/Location: TBA
Check AEA’s website

(www.actorsequity.org), e-
blasts and the Philadelphia
Liaison Yahoo group for details.
Join your fellow Actors, Stage
Managers and Union Members
from all walks of life to share in
the celebration of labor’s role in
protecting workers.

Philly area AEA Members
who are interested in
voluntarily providing their email
address to the Philadelphia
AEA Yahoo Group can contact
the Committee at
phlliaisoncommittee@
yahoo.com.

Buffalo/Rochester
Monday, September 3, 2012
AEA members are invited to

ride the AEA-IATSE Labor Day
Parade float. The parade

begins at the Buffalo Irish
Center on Abbott Road near
Stevenson Street and
continues into Cazenovia Park.
Set up at 10 am, line up at 11
am, parade kicks off at 12
Noon.

Friends and family are
invited to the AFL-CIO picnic
for food, fun and Equity gifts.
For more information, email
Buffalo Area Liaison Don
Gervasi at
dongervasi@gmail.com.

Milwaukee
Monday, September 3 2012
MASH (Musicians, Actors,

Stagehands) will participate in
the Milwaukee Labor Day
Parade on September 3.
Check AEA’s website
(www.actorsequity.org) for
details.

Minnesota State
Fair

AEA will participate at the
AFL-CIO Pavilion at the
Minnesota State Fair from
August 23-September 3, 2012
Check AEA’s website
(www.actorsequity.org) for
more details.

Kansas City
Check out Labor-Palooza,

KC’s Labor Day festival on
Labor Day weekend. Visit
AEA’s website
(www.actorsequity.org) for
more details.

Denver

Oh, Henry: Equity
Receives an Award

(L to r) AEA members Chaz
Grundy, Rachel Fowler, First
Vice President Paige Price,
Denver Liaison Shelly Gaza,
Western Regional Director Mary
Lou Westerfield and Betsey
Cassell attend the Colorado
Theatre Guild’s annual Henry
Awards gala in Denver on July
17, 2012. Equity received a
special Henry Award in
recognition of its upcoming
Centennial.

Buffalo/Rochester

Equity Actors Shine at 22nd Annual Artie Awards

Third Vice President Ira Mont (second
from l) and President Nick Wyman (fourth
from l) attend the gala ribbon-cutting on
July 2, 2012 for the new Bucks County
Playhouse in New Hope, PA. They
congratulate cast members from Grand
Night for Singing, including: (l to r) Greg
Bosworth, Ron Bohmer, Kenita R. Miller,
Erin Davie and Courtney Balan. Jed
Bernstein is Producing Director of the

New Hope, Pennsylvania

Bucks County Playhouse
is Back

legendary playhouse, which has returned to the Equity
fold after several financially troubled and uncertain
years. (Photo: Bucks County Playhouse)
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Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Play
Maureen Anne Porter. (Photo: Gene Witkowski) 

(Photo: Brian Landis Folkins)


